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Danai's Eyes Are Like Stars translated by Elaine Wong
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— inspired by a young soul and a lost human simplicity

Danai rides our small yellow boat and gently rocks away
from us. A bright noon, ripples glimmer on the sea

like the countless dots of masts filling your eyes

when you ask a question in class

and slipping out of the river mouth

toward the deep blue ocean. Once,

you glided through your mother's channel in the same way—

A gray, drizzly day, slightly chilly.

Lush green lines theriver bank, monkeys shout in leaps.
The stream-wading boy probes his mother's water

as pebbles unroll primordial thunders.

The clear water whisks by the feet like wind!

There, fish and shrimps snap at the heart.

A bamboo raft is fastened to shore, wobbly.

The courage of the Pangcah, his people,

blossoms inside him. Rope loosed, pole shoved,

the small boat quickly sails over Xiugulian Mountain.
At the estuary, uncles are netting fry.

Thrilled by the water, Danai waves

farewell to the elders of his homeland,

to the secret headquarters in the alley,

and to the little bunny he kept

(it’s okay to set him free).
He leaves his last playmate on the sandbank
(you may take all the toys),

pushes his pole, and seeks the cold sea.

The classics that he refuses to memorize

remain rolled up in a school drawer.

The forbidden peek out of the classroom window,

wet with summer sweat, turns to the bouncing football

in Physical Education. The mind wanders, once in a while,
to mountains and snared animals, so the time to go home
will come running fast. Confucian says,

“To learn and apply your learning, isn’t it a de-light...”

Hmm, but then... the discipline supervisor’s eyes flare from behind.

The view slowly blurs, the retina full of blue.

The peaceful look of a dying muntjac comes to mind.
How nice it would be to taste the green bile again.

If mountains are so green and yet I cannot run,

if the sea is so blue and yet I cannot dive,

what’s left to see in this world?

The whole tribe gather by the night sea for

New Year’s Eve. A cauldron of bubbling blue

does nothing to dry out the salt on the corner of their eye.



(Coast Guards request reinforcement:

Rescue boats, please head south.)

Torches and sticks rouse mountain itches.
Helicopters and speedboats disrupt the calm

of the sea. We ask the mountains and the sea

if they have seen Danai but the horizon mutes to a line
(matters of life belong to Chaos; it’s useless to ask),
leaving behind the witch and her prayer.

The spell hovers around the school uniform that

flutters in the wind. The bike pedals idle.

Danai didn’t return.

Some people meet him in their dreams.

School continues; there are assignments

to be written, exams to be taken.

Back to the classroom,

an empty chair patiently waits

for classes to end. Not until the sky brightens
can we face the ocean. Perhaps, sorrow

has already gone with the night’s gray rain.
The kids cram on the shore, faces of mud dolls.
They fold their repression and longing into
paper boats, follow Danai to the sea.

They slide through their mother’s channel again

and learn about death.

When the yellow boat fades into the golden sun,
when the kids’ calls quiet down,

the lonesome father makes his way to the middle of
the water. His hand lays the little boat on the sea,

quieter than a muntjac’s death.
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El agua fue la primera en llegar.

Por delante incluso del tiempo y los espacios.

Desplegando rios, mares, océanos,
anticipando el pulso eléctrico del fuego.
La nube trajo y la lluvia y los astros
colgados como mangostanes de sus ramas.
Lleg6 antes que los dias y la noche,

antes mucho antes que los dioses o las algas.

ko ERE
LGRS T 2 AR
HEBH T M~ W T
BT KERLBE
TR TR TEA R
BT R AE E IR
e H B R

B e R RS

Cae al agua
gota a gota

el pajaro.

Alza el vuelo
cumbre o pétalo

el agua.
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Cada vez que rueda el agua y las piedras
a su tacto se tornan sortilegios,
experimenta el autillo enramado

el vértigo azul que precede al éxtasis.
Hoy ha vuelto la lluvia por sus fueros
renovando la yerba de los prados.

El pez brujo presiente un mar androgino.
Es hora de que el arbol se adelante

y estremezca con pasos centenarios

la luz artificial de las ciudades.
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BRI AGEE

El circunciso rema a contranoche.
Voces de aves oceanicas

y el marramao de las sirenas
retorciendo sus colas viperinas.
El farol es pasto de la niebla.
Aminorar. Soltar el remo.

Sorber el té parpura del termo.

La realidad se le antoja impar y repetitiva.

Primeros signos de asafa.
Si pronunciase los nombres del agua.

Si a babor alborearan las tres islas.
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Las nubes 2=

lamen el mar. NI -
Pensamientos A

en blanco zz

sobre el agua.

I Rachid Lamarti
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When I was sick and lay a-bed,
I had two pillows at my head,
And all my toys beside me lay,
To keep me happy all the day.

And sometimes for an hour or so

I watched my leaden soldiers go,

With different uniforms and drills,
Among the bed-clothes, through the hills;

And sometimes sent my ships in fleets
All up and down among the sheets;
Or brought my trees and houses out,

And planted cities all about.

I was the giant great and still
That sits upon the pillow-hill,
And sees before him, dale and plain,

The pleasant land of counterpane.

95



96

EIM EFS

Los juguetes son para jugar (de verdad) Gloria Fuertes

No para jugar a matar (de mentira).
Las pistolas (ni de agua).

El revolver (ni de broma).

La escopeta (ni tocarla).

Los juguetes para todo.

Y las armas para nada.
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Tarara Federico Garcia Lorca
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La Tarara, si;
la Tarara, no;
la Tarara, nifia,

que la he visto yo.

Lleva la Tarara
un vestido verde
lleno de volantes

y de cascabeles.

La Tarara, si;
la tarara, no;
la Tarara, nifia,

que la he visto yo.

Luce mi Tarara
su cola de seda
sobre las retamas

y la hierbabuena.

Ay, Tarara loca.
Mueve la cintura
para los muchachos

de las aceitunas.
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El Enanito Rompompom
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Estaba el enanito trabajando:
Rompompoém, rompompdm,

rompom, rompom rompompom

Y a la montana se fue cantando:
Lalala, lalala

Lala, lal a, lalala

Alli, un bocadillo se comio:

Namfiamfiam, Namfiamfiam,

Nam fiam, fiam fiam, Namfiamfiam,

Y riendo bajo:
Jajaja, Jajaja,

aja, aja, Jajaja,

En su casa una sopa se tomo:
Sususu, sususu

Susu,susu,sususu

Y dormido se quedo:

Sh, sh, sh
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Run River

Run river run, running to the sea,
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Run river run, running to the sea, Ql
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Run river run, running to...
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Run river run,

i JB JEE AT LA

Run river run,
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Run river run, running to the sea.....
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